Extern Races of the White-rumped Swift, Apus pacific,.s (Latham) 
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A Malayan bird in Washington, received from the Selangor Museum and collected 
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I eons der ,t probable that most Malayan examples of "coo* i" are in fact liimdt. I have 

1 “, ll " : u ^co<,ki from any point south of the Siamese province of Surat Tlluni 

just south of the Fsthmus of Km, 

* a '*P*'** $ & ^“Pht in Malaya may he distinguished by Hie following 


I. Apus pacific in part ficus ^ Latham J. 

Fipp^r parfs blackish brown,, virtually unglossctL decidedly paler on 
l.c:Ld and nape, each leather very narrowly margined apicalJy with pale 
uruyt white rump band averaging cn. 2D mm in breadth; dusk} shaft 
.^ruaks of feathers nf throat and rump band few and very narrow’ second 
primary longest, 

-■ A pits pacifictH kuiioi [ Yamashina). 

Upper parts brownish black and distinctly glossed, the head and nape 
paler but scarcely demarcated [rum the mantle, the light apical frimtes 
obsolescent or absent; while rump hand averaging as. 15 mm, in breadth: 
dusky shaft streak* of leathers of throat and rump band few and ven 
narrow: .second primary longest (otic on I of 28 skins has the first Innecst)' 
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A pus pad ficus cook; (Ha ring ton ) 

Upper parts glossy black, the head and nape scarcely demarcated 
Irom the mantle, the light apical Iringes obsolescent or absent: while rump 
band averaging ca, 10 mm. in breadth: shaft streaks of feathers cF throat 
and rump hand numerous, broader, and blacker: fim primary longest, 

It should lie mentioned that the colour tones of the upper purls given above for 
Cltch r,KC ;UL ‘ drawn from specimens in reasonably fresh plumage; these parts become 
paler and browner with wear nnd exposure 10 sunlight, nil ho ugh the relative di lie renew 
may still be seen in birds comparably worn. 


Deignan s short paper above shows that A pus pacificux kuttui [Vamnshina. 1942) 
shciLiid be added to the Malayan check list as No. 239c. His note also suggests that the 
second subspecies reaching Malaya is actually ktiuui and not cooki, as previously 
recorded. 

A pus pucifinix certainly occurs widely though irregularly in I he western Malay 
Stales, and probably in Use central mountains, from 0 do her to March at least Small 
numbers are probably present, ejtrier as migrants or visitors, over a longer period, 
though dearly the large hocks which are seen at intervals, usually during or after heavy 
ruin, are seldom encountered outside the winter months, the onlv records from Ltie east 
side of Malay a arc from Kclanlan mid Great Rcdung Is I a mb oil the coast of Treng- 
ganu. Tn the former state, according (o the lute Charles Young (Malayan Nat. Jaunt,, 
I, (4), 1941: 155), Si put paciftcus is almost entirely ii bird of passage, and the period 
over which it occurs is much wider: he says, 

I have not mcl with it between ihc end af October j:sd ]hc end of J^nicuy Auiumn 
nritV;iA nppenr .shall 5 mid-July, :md ihen in increasing tlurahurji throughout August; no more 
nre J.ler the Ibild week in OcloLkr, lln: rcliirn prosaic commence* daring th.c [srsf half 
of Febru:iry amf con:iaue* unlit about the Hm week in June, bcinp hk&I markka in April 
M 'iy, When largo numbers tm be vecn mienslirij' nunhward.H un bjuad iron! alone the 
KeliinLEiD valley, StrapsJers arc occiwiunnllv lt> he seen in June ami early July, possibly non- 

■]/ c , n p buds. The aautbw.ird movement in .tin ii very much Ley/ prorta u ncej, „nr! a< 

all rime. 1 ; ihe oeearrentc nF this species is erratic 

hdgar (in Utt.) has also re pur Led it from Kelantan in October, in E948 it was enenun- 
tored on Great Redang island on 9 and JO August, and in 1950 on 10 Seplcmbcr 
(Gibsun-Hill, Bull. Raffles Mtts., 24, |952; 23 t ). 

Unfortunately our knowledge of (he distribution of this species in Malaya is derived 
largely From visual records, and relatively few skins have been examined. Further we 
now have only Four locally taken specimens in the Rallies Museum col lection. These 
s.Uns have ocen re-examined in die Light of the summary given above, and apparently 
ihe races represented in the short series are ns follows, 

,4pu.v p. pucificus (Latham). Three skirts, taken 5 October, 1907, by Selangor 
Museum collectors at or near Kuala Lumpur ( J <5 , Mu*, Nos. 265\ 07 & 
2653/07; 9 t Mus. No, 2654/07). The gap (Mus. No. 2652/07) suggest* 
that there may formerly have been at least one other T;in in the scries, but 
this cannot be taken for granted. Wo may perhaps record at the same lime tlu.t 
the collect ions also contain two examples of this race from Peninsular Siam: 
the smith-west corner of Koh Pen nan tuft the Bight nf Ran don ) t 3 1 May, 1913 
(apparently the sole survivor of three specimen* taken on the island in die 
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lasl week of May, W13: see Robinson, Juuni. Fat, Maia\ Slates Mus. r 5, (3), 
1915: 146), and a mate from Katidhuli, north nf Chaiya, 12 September, 1919 
(H. Seimund coll.: also recorded in Robinson Sr KIqss, Journ. Nut. Hist. Sue. 
Stum, 5, f2}. 1922: 144). 

A pus pacificus cooks (Harrington). A single specimen, , taken by Selangor 
Museum collectors in the Scmangkci Pass, 1" February, [90S (Mas. No. 
223/OB). This bird agrees closely with Major Harington's description of autki 
(ButL Bril. Orir. Club t 31, ty 13: 57): the dusky shaft streaks on ihe feathers 
of the throat and rump nrc well marked and prominent; the white rump band 
averages 11—12 mm. in breadth. 

In addition to Ihc last record, Edgar [Maiityaii Huh Journ.. 2, (2), 1947: [ >) reports 
that Chasen identified examples taken from an immense flock seen over the Din dings 
lent the Perak coast) as cookiA Robinson &- Kloss- refer to a specimen From Kedah 
Peak, and Robinson (ilirds Malay Peninsula, 2 , 1927: I2o j lo one front SisikiL lanjtga, 
Negri SeniblUirg neither of which are now in the Museum collection. Robinson i. lor. fit. I 
says that these birds, together with the examples) before him from the Semangko 
pass, 3 were separable from typical ptidftcus\ being "darker, with .i very much mure 
marked greenish gloss, the rump band narrower and of slightly smaller dimensions. 
Accordingly be provisionally ascribed the birds from all three localities to caaki. bat 
Lite validity of this Identification is now doubtful in the light of !9cignan s paper. 

At this juncture we can only sa) with certainty ihat the typical race ot A pus p< 1{ >-. 
ficus undoubtedly readies Malaya, and that single formal records are extant For both 
A. p. kmtoi and" A. p. cooki. in addition tlierc are .several formal records published 
before kanoi was described, the material for which is no longer available for re-exam¬ 
ination. These may have been specimens of kunai nr cooki, and must now be considered 
indeterminate, though it can be accepted dial they were not examples of the non . nau 
race, 


C, A. Gibson-Hill* c.h.A.n.u, 
Raffles Museum. 


j + > some birds collected in Dindfn^ at were Uicr idenuhedas coukr Ttte* 

wcri: shot from the Ifrfet congregiumn of 1 ever hupc to mc, 1 m ^<vmp home one event* 
2 idui JM hour before dark, and came to a siTilijsht Stretch ot road about three querter^ of a mile 

lorty wish flat iunglc on [lie west, and w large :ifCn nl npert l.ltelg an Ih(! ejiht I ™UL 0 l r^nicmhu 

Hie esner d;,w hut ii wus in (he spring. «Hi= lime of noxhwjird movoment, I be Ihght bad sturkri 
when I arrived and wuS «lHl (soil* on wlkii 1 Idi itiia Hauers of «,n Hour bkrj %mB rm thly 
toute mrt lo norlh-wcat were eounite* thousands of these swrfts, strung out m small ttn 

or a doZGi*. .md covering the whole 4 .\ far us I luliM see. They were fly in* low, ami slowly, .is 

; r .jmj" ,1 ,k tU I 1 o-l7: 9) V\K tdeulirteuion by Chusen wui tonlirmed by Edgy, in spr-tutti. 

' J. “We Lrc unable to s«v if Hie darker form described by I tie lute Cot- Jlaimgton as C. [> 

rf N^i from I he Northern Shan Slates. - tXCUr.s in IVili ilsulur Sum. llx preliiihilltiw arc Ihiil il 

does, iis WC have one specimen Cicely Ligrtremg with the description, stioi on the summit of Kedah 

Peak in- iicctmber, 1915” (Robinson Kloss, 19?2: 1451. .. . 

v Kobinsoo [Joan j. Fvd. Malay Stales Mas.. 2,f4). IflCW: 175), writing oa ttes s^iei, 

Itei it WS.S ’Vers common at the Semangko Fuss, in February, t90S, .-md also at Roau Lunipur 
dorine rainy windy weather in Oembt-r, 1DD7. Hitherto tin ot-Lurjencc in the 1 enmsula has resicd 
m, I '.n.-eimcii c' of the llrillih Museum Catjunacc obtained by Cailior in \ etlaflg. 1.1 is lint clear 
how mimy spcdmchs were aeuiulty taken in ite Seniangko Pu^, or where they wcni. The 
National eolleclsoa includes one example, taken there on 29 February, 19(1U. twelve lays after the 
nne in rl". Rjitfles Muse urn col feet ion (ret- Deign an above). 
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